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Our Mission

to make every child’s potential a reality by 

engaging and empowering families and 

communities to advocate for all children



Our Purposes
A. To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, 

places of worship, and throughout the community;

B. To raise the standards of home life;

C. To advocate for laws that further the education, physical and 

mental health, welfare, and safety of children and youth;

D. To promote the collaboration and engagement of families and 

educators in the education of children and youth;

E. To engage the public in united efforts to secure the physical, 

mental, emotional, spiritual, and social well-being of all children 

and youth; and

F. To advocate for fiscal responsibility regarding public tax dollars in 

public education  funding
www.floridapta.org
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FLORIDA PTA TESTIMONY

www.floridapta.org
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myfloridahouse.gov House Live streaming 

flsenate.gov Senate Live streaming 

or

The Florida Channel       

http://thefloridachannel.org/

Watch the 

Legislature 

or follow bills

LC
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WHAT CAN WE DO?

• Sign up for Voter Voice

• Join FLPTA Advocacy Facebook page

• Subscribe to your representatives Newsletters

• Meet with your appointed/elected officials

• Attend County Delegation Meetings

• Attend trainings

• Join like minded non-profits to keep informed-

LWV

• Bookmark FLPTA Website:  https://floridapta.org/

• Bookmark County Council Website

LC
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Makes Critical Race Theory training an "unlawful employment practice" for

private businesses and public It would allow parents to file lawsuits against

school districts they suspect of teaching CRT; aka “STOP WOKE ACT” Stop

Wrongs Against Our Kids & Employees; woke- to stay alert to injustice in

society,

CRT states that U.S. social institutions (criminal justice system, education system,

labor market, housing market, and healthcare system) are laced

with racism embedded in laws, regulations, rules, and procedures that lead to

differential outcomes by race. CRT does not attribute racism to white people as

individuals or even to entire groups of people.

OPPOSE, Alert Sent

National PTA Position Statement on Say Their Names: Addressing Institutional

or Systemic Racism
www.floridapta.org

SB 148/HB 7 INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM     1/2 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/10/02/critical-race-theory-101/
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National PTA Position Statement on Inclusive Curriculum in K12

Schools

National PTA Position Statement on Elements of Comprehensive

Health Programs

FPTA's Resolution on Infant and Maternal Mortality and the

Connection to Racism specifically alludes to the concept of systemic

racism.

Senate, passed 24-15

House, passed 74-31

Enrolled [ready to be sent to the governor] 03/10/2022
www.floridapta.org

SB 148/HB 7 INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM     2/2 



SB 1808/HB 1355 IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT

This bill codifies the Governor EO that refuses to grant licenses to or renew

licenses for agencies that house undocumented children. The bill also targets

public carriers (transportation) that transport undocumented persons into Florida.

OPPOSE, Alert Sent

National PTA Position Statement on Rights and Services for Undocumented

Children

Senate, passed 24-15

House, passed 77-42

Enrolled 03/09/2022

www.floridapta.org



SB 1834/HB 1557 PARENTAL RIGHTS IN EDUCATION

Requires district school boards to adopt procedures that comport with

provisions of law for notifying student's parent of specified information;

prohibiting a school district from encouraging classroom discussion

about sexual orientation or gender identity in primary grade levels or in

a specified manner; creates basis for lawsuit. “Don’t Say Gay”

OPPOSE, Alert Sent https://youtu.be/IBlwhYcZrYQ

NPTA Position Statements: on Parental Involvement in Site-Based Shared Decision

Making; on Shared Responsibility in Educational Decision-Making; on Family

Engagement

Senate, passed 22-17

House, passed 69-47

Signed by Governor, effective date 07/01/2022

www.floridapta.org



SB 1300 /HB 1467 DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARDS
• Establishing 12 year term limits for school board members [we have no position 

statement]; 

• Schools would have to publish “in a searchable format” a list of all materials in the school Bill 
works to integrate “public participation” in the material selection process for school districts, 
meaning that parents and community members would be more included when school districts 
are considering new books and instructional materials.

OPPOSE, Alert Sent

National PTA Position Statement on Family Engagement; on Shared Responsibility

in Educational Decision-Making

House, passed 78-40

Senate, passed 79-41

Signed by Governor, effective date 07/01/2022

www.floridapta.org
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This bill adds state-mandated and state-created testing under the 

guise of fall and mid-year progress monitoring to inform instruction. It 

retains non-federally mandated testing (EOC and Civics exams) as 

part of the accountability system, and likewise preserves the current 

high-stakes consequences of student outcomes for students, teachers, 

schools, and districts. It codifies how parents and families will be 

informed of student results. 

Neutral

www.floridapta.org

SB 1048/HB 1193 Student Assessments    1/2 



SB 1048/HB 1193 Student Assessments 2/2

National PTA Position Statement on Assessment [Amended 2021]

supports annual state assessments to inform and support instruction in

math and reading in grades 3-8 and once in high school, as well as

grade span testing in science; urges state accountability systems to

provide for multiple measures of student growth and achievement;

discourages redundant or high-stakes testing; urges prompt and

complete communication with parents and families regarding test

purposes, formats, uses, and results.

Senate, passed 38-0

House, passed 83-31

Signed by Governor, effective date 07/01/2022

www.floridapta.org
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HB 5001/SB 2500 APPROPRIATIONS 1/2

• 12 of Florida’s 67 school districts, sought legal relief from a July 30 

executive order and an August 6 emergency rule by the Department of 

Health expressly banning a mask requirement and required masks based 

on local health conditions and for the purpose of protecting students and 

staff..

• The House budget punishes these 12 school districts by deducting $200 

million from their 2022-2023 funding. districts made their decisions

• The House budget did not include the federal money.

OPPOSE, Alert Sent

• NPTA Position PTA members, we advocate for the education, health, 

safety, and well-being of ALL children with full funding.

www.floridapta.org
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HOUSE, passed 102-14 and Governor came out in favor

SENATE, passed 36-0 to send 5001 to budget conference

Budget Conference

Federal money included

All districts getting same

12 districts likely not eligible for Recognition reward $

• We went to work! 39 legislative offices in 2 days

Enrolled 03/16/2022

www.floridapta.org

HB 5001/SB 2500 APPROPRIATIONS            2/2



SB 390/HB 235 Restraint of students with

disabilities in public schools
Prohibiting school personnel from using mechanical restraint on students with 

disabilities; provides exceptions.

Support

NPTA Position statement: support legislation that emphasize the use of

positive or non-aversive interventions limiting the use of restraint and

seclusion on students; that it only be used as a last resort in

emergency* situations; that restraint interventions shall cease as soon

as the immediate danger of physical harm ceases to exist.

SENATE passed 38-0

HOUSE passed 115-0

Signed by Governor, effective date 07/01/2022

www.floridapta.org



SB 1060/HB 461 Bright Futures, Student Service

Authorizes student's service requirements for award under FL Bright 

Futures Scholarship Program to be a designated number of paid work 

hours rather than volunteer; authorizes, rather than requiring, student 

to identify specified interest or develop plan for his or her service 

requirements in order to qualify for state post-secondary scholarships.

Support

NPTA Position Statement on High School Graduation, College

Preparation, and Access: supports legislation and programs intended

to increase postsecondary participation through assisting students’

secondary school completion and postsecondary enrollment

House passed119-0

Senate, passed; 35-3

ENROLLED 03/10/2022
www.floridapta.org



HB 1421/SB 802  - School Safety

Revises drills, family reunification plans, threat assessment teams, safe-

school officers, DOE responsibilities, & Florida Safe Schools Assessment 

Tool.

SUPPORT

PTA purpose: advocate for laws that further the education, physical 

and mental health, welfare, and safety of children and 

youth. *Leadership Bill.

PTA mission: promote the safety and well-being of all children and 

youth.

HOUSE passed 115-0

SENATE, passed 39-0

ENROLLED 03/03/2022 www.floridapta.org



HB 1577/SB 1708 Child Welfare
• establishes liaisons to support youth experiencing homelessness in college
• extends the Keys to Independence program to unaccompanied homeless youth 

(paying driver education, license, and insurance costs)
• waives birth certificate fees for unaccompanied homeless youth
• requires school districts to provide unaccompanied homeless youth with wallet cards 

summarizing their rights and confirming that they have been identified as 
experiencing homelessness.

Support

SUPPORTING FLORIDA’S HOMELESS STUDENTS (2014)Florida PTA to aid in the 

education of homeless children by providing comprehensive services 

necessary to guarantee equal educational opportunities. 

House, passed 117-0

Senate, passed 36-0

Signed by Governor, effective date 07/01/2022 www.floridapta.org
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HB 195/SB 342 - Juvenile Diversion Program 

Expunction

Requires FDLE to expunge the nonjudicial arrest record of certain minors 

who successfully complete a diversion program for specified felony offenses, 

rather than only for misdemeanor offenses; authorizing a minor to lawfully 

deny or fail to acknowledge certain information.

SUPPORT

NPTA Every child should have the opportunity to reach their full 

potential—even if they make a mistake while growing up. Second 

chances are important as children learn and grow into adulthood. 

HOUSE, passed 112-0

SENATE, passed 37-0

ENROLLED 03/05/2022
www.floridapta.org
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HB 197/ SB 344 Public Records/Nonjudicial Arrest 

Record of a Minor

Provides exemption from public records requirements for nonjudicial record of 

arrest of minor who has successfully completed diversion program; provides for 

retroactive application.

SUPPORT

NPTA Every child should have the opportunity to reach their full 

potential—even if they make a mistake while growing up. Second 

chances are important as children learn and grow into adulthood. 

HOUSE, passed 112-0

SENATE, passed 37-0

ENROLLED 03/05/2022
www.floridapta.org
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other BILLS SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR 1/2

HB 173 Care of Students with Epilepsy or Seizure Disorders, effective date 07/01/2022

• PTA supported this bill, which provides for care in the IEP plan, pursuant to our
statement addressing comprehensive health services for children.

SB 236 Children with Developmental Delays, effective date 07/01/2022

• PTA supported this bill which expanded the eligibility criteria of students qualifying for

services, thereby allowing more children to reach their potential.

SB 292 Newborn Screenings, effective date 07/01/2022

• PTA supported this bill based on our resolution to promote services for individuals and 

families to address infant and maternal mortality. The bill provided for an additional 

screening for congenital cytomegalovirus.

www.floridapta.org
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other BILLS SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR 2/2

SB 1054 Financial Literacy Instruction in Public Schools, effective date

07/01/2022

• PTA supported this bill based on a NPTA resolution for an increased emphasis on

the teaching of science, mathematics, and technology to assure that all youth

acquire the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in a global economy.

www.floridapta.org
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other BILLS THAT HAVE PASSED BOTH CHAMBERS 
AND MAY NOW BE SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 1/3

HB 105 Regulation of Smoking by Counties and Municipalities

• PTA supported this bill as it goes to the overall health of a child to restrict smoking
within the boundaries of public beaches and public parks.

HB 225 Charter School Charters

• PTA was neutral as to this bill in that our position statement on charter schools is mute

on the issue of turn-around time for consideration of requests for charter school

consolidation or changes in the terms of charter school contracts.

SB 430 Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children 

• PTA supported this bill pursuant to a NPTA Resolution recommending the adoption and 

utilization of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children by 

state and local education agencies.

www.floridapta.org



other BILLS THAT HAVE PASSED BOTH CHAMBERS AND 

MAY NOW BE SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 2/3

SB 638 Early Childhood Music Education Incentive Pilot Program

• PTA supported this bill based on a NPTA statement to support the integration of

the arts in school curricula.

HB 899 Mental Health of Students 

• PTA supported this bill, which requires charter schools as well as traditional 

public schools to collect data regarding involuntary examinations and 

which requires district school boards to designate a mental health 

coordinator, pursuant to our statement addressing comprehensive health 

services for children.

www.floridapta.org



other BILLS THAT HAVE PASSED BOTH CHAMBERS AND 

MAY NOW BE SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 3/3

SB 722 Education for Student Inmates 

• PTA supported this bill to improve student inmate education based on NPTA 

resolutions on High School Graduation, College Preparation and Access and on 

Career and Technical Education.

SB 758 Education Charter School Authorizers 

• PTA opposed this bill as it creates a statewide charter school authorizer which 

runs counter to our position statement supporting school district authority and 

accountability.

HB 817 Emergency Medical Care and Treatment to Minors Without Parental 

Consent 

• PTA was neutral on the bill which authorizes physicians to provide emergency 

medical care or treatment to a minor without parental consent. Neither FLPTA nor 

NPTA has a resolution or position statement that addresses this matter. www.floridapta.org



Special session, called by the Governor, began 

yesterday 04/19/2022

03/29/2022 Veto Congressional Districts and issued Special Session Proclamation:  04/19-22 

purpose establishment of congressional districts, legal challenges thereto, funding for 

pending and prospective litigation

04/11/2022 Joint Senate/House Memo: WE are not doing a map, Governor you do it!

04/12/2022 Governor submitted map:  eliminates racial gerrymandering adjusting Tampa, 

Orlando 

04/13/2022 Senate Reapportionment Chair Memo: Submitting the Governor’s map for 

approval

04/19/2022 SB2C Senate Reapportionment Committee passed 8 to 4 and passed senate 

floor

04/19/2022 HB1C House Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee passed 15 to 7 sent to 

Rules Committee and placed on Special Order Calendar 04/20/2022

www.floridapta.org
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EXPANDED Special session, called by the Governor, 

yesterday 04/19/2022

to include (a) legislation relating to:
1. independent special districts FILED SB4C/HB3C Dissolves and authorizes reestablishment of certain independent special districts

S:  passed committee and on 3rd reading

H: passed committee and special order calendar

2.    to amend Section 501.2041, Florida Statutes, Unlawful acts and practices by social media platforms

FILED SB6C/HB5C modifying definition of social media platform:

The term does not include any information service, system, 38 Internet search engine, or access software provider operated by 39 a company 
that owns and operates a theme park or entertainment 40 complex as defined in s. 509.013.

(1) Definitions

(2) Commission of an unfair or deceptive act or practice

(3) notification

(4) requirements regarding obscenity

(5) authorizes investigation, civil/administrative action

(6) circumstances for a private cause of action

Etc…

www.floridapta.org
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Voter Voice=WHEN
• Florida PTA

• https://floridapta.org/voter-voice-legislative/

• National PTA
• https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/take-action/sign-up-

for-alerts
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Our Mission

to make every child’s potential a reality by 

engaging and empowering families and 

communities to advocate for all children
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TURN PASSION INTO 
ACTION

NOW MORE THAN EVER



ATTEND
LEGCON 2023

TALLAHASSEE, FL 

THANK YOU FOR  
ATTENDING 

OUR HYBRID 

LEGCON 2022



www.floridapta.org

Past Presentations:

March 16, 2022 Legislative Session Update

February 16, 2022 Mid-Legislative Session Update
December 8, 2022 Pre-Legislative Session Update

November 2021 Resolutions & the Legislative Process

October 6, 2021 What is LegCon? 

March 8, 2021 LegCon Webinar

October 14, 2020 PTA Advocacy 

October 7, 2020 What is a Resolution?  

September 23, 2020 Voter Engagement and Elections 

What Can PTA Do? 

https://floridapta.org/get-engaged-wednesdays/



CONVENTION WORKSHOPS:

• Resolutions & Legislative Priorities, Tracy Strecker & Karen Mazzola

• PTA Advocacy & the Legislative Process, Karen Mazzola & Lawrence 

Clermont 

• Legislation Update, Karen Mazzola & Lawrence Clermont 

• Legislation Roundtable, FL PTA Legislation Committee  Members

www.floridapta.org

Florida PTA Leadership Convention

July 21-24, 2022

Registration is now OPEN!
https://floridapta.org/leadership-convention/



www.floridapta.org

Florida PTA Legislation Committee
Karen Mazzola Committee Chair

legislation@floridapta.org

Lawrence Clermont, Vice Chair

Damaris Bridges                    Emmit Allen
Brita Wilkins Lincoln Dannie McMillon
Eric Stern                                        Dawn Steward  
Dr. Nancy Lawther Katie Murphy

Edeline Joseph-Theophile

www.floridapta.org/advocacy
#FLPTActionow

mailto:legislation@floridapta.org


Thank you for all you do for PTA 
and for the children everywhere!


