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DELAND INNOCENT  

• Has worked for Miami-Dade County Public Schools for 34 years.

• District Supervisor with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools

• Responsible for monitoring ESOL services in one of the three regions in Miami-
Dade County Public Schools (103 schools).

• Leader for the K-5 instructional support to teachers of English Language Learners 
district wide.

• Responsible for ESOL compliance monitoring for the North Region Schools to 
ensure compliance with State and federal mandates. 



AGENDA

✓ M-DCPS ELL Population

✓ Identification and placement in ESOL in M-DCPS as 

per Florida State Board Rules for ESOL

✓ Initial testing 

✓ Annual testing 

✓ Communication with Parents and Stakeholders

✓ M-DCPS Plan of Action for Instruction



M-DCPS ELL Population

Traditional Charter Total 

ALL 259,683 74,717 334,400

ELL 45,845 10,652 56,497

PERCENTAGE 17.7% 14.3% 16.9%

17% of the total district enrollment as of October 2020 FTE  – 259,683

Source: Computation by Assessment, Research, and Data Analysis 

based on data in the Student Data Base System

State of Florida ELL Population = approximately 265,000 students



• A Home Language Survey 

indicating the language 

spoken at home

• Initial English Language 

Proficiency (ELP) testing and 

placement in the ESOL 

program if the student is not 

proficient on the ELP 

assessment. Initial 

assessment may vary from 

one LEA* to another.

• ESOL services begin the first 

day of school for students 

whose parents answered 

“YES” on the second and/or 

third question on the HLS 

pending assessment

Questions on the HLS

1. Is a language other than 

English used in the home?

2. Did the student have a 

language other than English?

3. Does the student most 

frequently speak a language 

other than English?

*LEA = 

Local Educational Agency

HOW ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS ARE IDENTIFIED?



• At the beginning of the pandemic (March 2020), prospective English Language Learners
were placed in ESOL based on the responses on the Home Language Survey (HLS)
pending testing.

• At the beginning of the school year in August 2020, virtual English Language Proficiency
testing was implemented using M-DCPS Oral Language Proficiency test Revised
(kindergarten) and CELLA Online for grades 1 through 12.

English Language Proficiency Test for initial Placement 
During COVID-19



ACCESS for ELLs is a large-scale test of English language proficiency based on the
WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards that form the core of WIDA’s
approach to instructing and assessing English language learners (ELLs) in Grades K-12.

Given annually in WIDA Consortium member states to monitor students’ progress in
acquiring academic English (Listening/Speaking/Reading/Writing) and to include
Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs, ACCESS for ELLs paper-based, and Alternate ACCESS
for ELLs for ESE students eligible to take the State of Florida Alternate Assessment (SFSA).

https://wida.wisc.edu/

ACCESS for ELLs

https://wida.wisc.edu/


www.dadeschools.net

RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS IN   

SPANISH & HAITIAN CREOLE

DadeschoolsTV:
Online Videos: Live 

Streams: Training

Public Announcements



Support for 
Families and Students

HELP DESK

WIFI 
ACCESS

DEVICES

MEAL DISTRIBUTIONdistancelearning.dadeschools.net



Family Engagement



SAMPLE WEBINARS FOR PARENTS

Source:   https://parentacademymiami.com/technology-webinars/



SAMPLE WEBINARS FOR PARENTS

Source:   

https://parentacademymiami.c

om/technology-webinars/



• Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-
DCPS) plan of action for COVID-19

• Communication with Parents and 
Stakeholders

• Grade-Level Instruction (Social, 
Instructional and Academic Language)

Plan of Action





Data for ELLs

Trainings for Teachers of ELLs

Resources and Supplemental 
Activities/Lessons for K-12

How are ELLs Supported?



Projected Learning Loss



• District created supplemental lessons for ELLs

• WIDA Can-Do Key Uses

• Tools for student engagement with visuals (pictures and videos)

• Interactive Power Point supplemental lessons for Elementary teachers of ELLs

• Students Learning Maps for English Language Arts at the secondary level 
(Videos, tutorials, modeled discussions and graphic organizers)

• Standard-based Planning Cards for secondary teachers of ELLs (tools, 
resources and strategies, videos and graphic organizers)

Scaffolded Weekly Assessments and 
Lessons



TECHNOLOGY

SecondaryElementary

ELEMENTARY SECONDARY

✓ Imagine Learning
• K-12 ESOL Level 1 students ONLY

✓ i-Ready
• K-8 ESOL Level 2-4
• ESOL Level 1 students only take diagnostics

✓ Imagine Learning
• K-12 ESOL Level 1 students ONLY

✓Achieve 3000
• Grades 6-12 ESOL Level 2-4

✓ i-Ready
• K-8 ESOL Level 2-4
• ESOL Level 1 students only take diagnostics

✓ Nearpod
• Standards-Based Lessons in Grades 6-12




