
 100% Clean Energy Resolu�on 

 Ra�onale: 

 Our children’s future is in peril because of an increasingly destabilized climate. The worldwide 
 scien�fic consensus is that our planet, people, and prosperity are at risk if we don’t reduce 
 overall worldwide greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 2030.  We are running out of �me. 

 Schools, which are at the heart of our communi�es and serve our most vulnerable ci�zens, can 
 be part of a climate solu�on and model innova�on, efficiency, and op�mism for our community. 
 A 100% Clean Energy School District is one in which the amount of clean energy brought into or 
 generated by schools equals or exceeds 100% of the annual energy consumed within that 
 school or district. 

 100% Clean Energy schools will not only reduce carbon emissions, but also create a healthier 
 school environment, improve learning outcomes, enhance community resilience, and model 
 sustainable career pathways that are increasingly in demand. They will also help to contain 
 school district costs, since u�lity bills are projected to rise by 20% in the next four years if 
 schools do not take advantage of federal energy efficiency and clean transporta�on incen�ves. 

 When schools and school districts take ac�on and become climate leaders, the posi�ve effects 
 ripple out across the broader community. This demonstrates that a clean energy future for all is 
 not only possible, but that students, teachers, and school administrators are already making it 
 happen. 

 WHEREAS,  The United Na�ons Intergovernmental Panel  on Climate Change (IPCC) calls for a 
 50% reduc�on of greenhouse gas emissions globally by 2030, and net zero carbon by 2050, to 
 mi�gate the most catastrophic consequences of global warming  [2]  . Technologies are available 
 today that could enable us to meet the IPCC’s reduc�on targets and �melines 5; and  [1] [2] [3] 

 WHEREAS,  Schools play an important role in reducing  greenhouse gas pollu�on from buildings, 
 transporta�on, and food waste. Florida Department of Environmental Protec�on awards 
 schools with a “Green School” designa�on as an incen�ve to reduce their environmental 
 impacts and costs by targe�ng six key areas: energy reduc�on, water reduc�on, waste 
 reduc�on, alterna�ve transporta�on, improved air quality, and communica�ons. According to 
 the U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Smart Schools Program, one quarter of the energy costs 
 in schools can be saved by implemen�ng energy efficient designs and measures. This equates to 
 approximately $2 billion that can be redirected to meet underfunded educa�onal needs.  [4][5][6] 

 WHEREAS  , Reducing toxic emissions from fossil fuel  energy sources and transi�oning to 100% 
 clean energy can help advance equity, jus�ce, and inclusion. These changes can save money 
 that can be invested into under-resourced schools, help address climate change which 
 dispropor�onately impacts low-income communi�es and communi�es of color, reduce the 
 impacts of diseases, and create and support various career pathways for students;  [7][8][9][10] 



 RESOLVED,  Florida PTA and its cons�tuent associa�ons advocate that school districts in Florida 
 commit to becoming 100% Clean Energy School Districts following guideline from the UN IPCC 
 and commit to a goal of increasing the number of Florida Department of Environmental 
 Protec�on Green Schools designa�ons within the district by 10% per year, star�ng in 2023.  This 
 includes reducing food and plas�c waste by 75%, phasing out all fossil fuels, and purchasing 
 new electric fleet vehicles; and be it further 

 RESOLVED  , Florida PTA and its cons�tuent associa�ons  urge each Florida school district to 
 commit to developing and implemen�ng a clean energy plan which enhances equity and 
 decreases dispropor�onate environmental impacts on underrepresented communi�es as well 
 as an inclusive stakeholder taskforce to oversee this clean energy plan; and be it further 

 RESOLVED  , Florida PTA and its cons�tuent associa�ons  urge school districts, stakeholders and 
 legisla�ve and policy makers to offer academic and voca�onal programs which prepare students 
 for environmental sustainability focused careers; and be it further 

 RESOLVED,  Florida PTA and its cons�tuent associa�ons  urge school districts, stakeholders, and 
 legisla�ve and policy makers to provide dedicated funding to support implementa�on of 100% 
 Clean Energy goals, and waive statutory requirements capping student sta�on expenditures 
 pursuant to those goals. 
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 WHEREAS  , the United States Government released its  Fourth Annual Climate Assessment 
 (“Assessment”) in November 2018, repor�ng that the impacts of climate change are already 
 being felt in communi�es across the country and that more frequent, intense, and extreme 
 weather and climate-related events and changes in average climate condi�ons are expected to 
 con�nue to damage infrastructure, ecosystems, and social systems that provide essen�al 
 benefits to communi�es  3  ; and 

 WHEREAS  , greenhouse gas emissions from human ac�vi�es  will con�nue to affect the Earth’s 
 climate for decades and even centuries, due to adding heat trapping gases, including carbon 
 dioxide (“CO2”) and methane into the atmosphere and oceans at a rate far greater than it is 
 removed by natural processes, crea�ng a long-lived reservoir of the gas in the atmosphere and 
 oceans that is driving the climate to a warmer and warmer state  4  ; and 

 WHEREAS,  school buildings — which are the primary  source of emergency shelter during 
 natural disasters, including hurricanes — can be equipped with solar and ba�ery storage to 



 ensure displaced community members have access to air condi�oning and ligh�ng when grid 
 power fails  10  ; and 

 WHEREAS,  since 2003, the Na�onal Parent Teacher Associa�on  (Na�onal PTA) posi�on 
 statement on Environmental Health, Remedia�on, Sustainability and Climate Change  11  has 
 advocated for schools to be carbon-neutral and energy-efficient models  12  ; and 

 4RESOLVED  , that Florida PTA urge each Florida school  district, in planning and implemen�ng its 
 100% clean energy commitment, include measures that enhance equity and decrease 
 dispropor�onate environmental impacts on underrepresented communi�es; and be it further 

 WHEREAS,  Reduc�ons  in toxic emissions from fossil fuel energy sources result in improvements 
 in student health and performance. Furthermore, clean energy has significant public health 
 benefits associated that can address pressing environmental jus�ce challenges in sensi�ve 
 communi�es locally and na�onally[8] [14]; and now therefore be it 


