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VP for Regions and Councils

Mady Plumey-Cruz

 Headshot here

I am Mady Plumey-Cruz, candidate for Vice President for Regions and Councils. I 
have to say PTA has grown on me, just as my children over 24 years. I moved my 
family from New York to Florida 20 years ago, where my children all attended 
public school and college. I am an immigrant’s daughter, Hispanic, proud 
military wife, fabulous mom, and amazing “Wela” to my grandson.

I have been involved with PTA on local, county, state, and national levels. I have 
had the opportunity to work on projects and facilitate workshops for National 
PTA, Florida PTA Leadership Convention, and more.  My goal in facilitating 
programs and workshops is to inspire others to do the same.  To give back to their 
communities and their children to learn to be leaders just like their parents and 
caregivers.

My background is in operations for commercial/medical facilities and I am a 
business consultant. I feel my work experience can also help our state 
association. I am a Florida PTA Lifetime Member and proudly served under 5 
different FPTA Presidents. I will continue to serve our families for years to come as I 
believe we cultivate future leaders with hope, support, and love. 



VP for Regions and Councils

Alvin Gainey

 Headshot here

Alvin Gainey’s guiding principles are his faith, family and service to 
others - the greater good. A professional Volunteer and Servant 
Leader, he has served PTA on all levels; as a local unit leader, 
President of Miami-Dade County Council, Florida PTA Secretary, a 
member and chair of various Florida PTA committees, and as an 
elected member of National PTA’s Nominating and Leadership 
Recruitment Committee.

Alvin is committed to furthering the mission and vision of PTA through 
his service as Vice President for Regions and Councils. He looks 
forward to bringing his experience and broad skill set to the body of 
work that will support the collective strategic vision of Florida PTA and 
impact children across the state.

Aside from PTA, Alvin is selfless and involved with multiple community, 
civil rights, religious, social justice and mentoring efforts/organizations. 
Alvin brings energy, humor and keen insight as a trainer and 
presenter, having presented at the local, state and national levels, 
while being involved with PTA for more than fifteen years.

Professionally, Alvin is the apprentice to a Licensed Funeral Director 
and Embalmer, with more than a decade of experience. He’s married 
to Jessica and is father to three: Kiera, Alvin, III and Alyssa.



VP for Membership Development

Naomi Frierson

 Headshot here

Naomi has had the privilege to represent PTA at the local, county, state, and 
national levels, in varying roles over the last nine years. She believes strongly that 
engaging stakeholders across various facets of the educational spectrum is a 
critical component of PTA’s success and viability, and by extension, victories for 
our students, families, and school communities.  Naomi has a passion for 
membership and works to share our value with potential members, engaging and 
developing relationships to gain member retention, and thinking outside the box in 
membership planning, especially as we face an uncertain future. More than that, 
Naomi understands that connecting with and energizing local leaders is 
paramount in any membership effort’s success.  Local leaders are the glue that 
keeps PTA running.  As a mother of five children, ranging from 3 to 20 years, 
Naomi’s commitment to children runs deep.  She is directly in touch with the issues 
facing our school communities, having children in each level of school.  She 
enjoys sharing her passions and talents with other child advocates through 
trainings, workshops, and one-on-one chats.  In her spare time, Naomi is an avid 
musician and opera singer, performing throughout the year in her hometown of 
Tampa, Florida.



VP for Membership Development

Jessica Summers

 Headshot here

I have been married for almost 20 years and am the mother of two, Lydia –

19 and Gavon – 16.  Professionally, I am a physical therapy assistant and I 

work with children of varied abilities which I absolutely love.  Through my 

volunteer career, I have been doing PTA for 15 years in all capacities.  I have 

served as Treasure, Legislative Chair, VP for Membership, and President at 

the local level.  On the council level I have served as Membership Chair, 

Programs Chair, VP of Organization, VP of Leadership, Treasurer, and 

President. On the state level I have served as Scholarship Chair and VP of 

Regions and Councils.  I have also served on numerous committees on all 

levels.  I enjoy working with others to help them grow and help children be 

successful. 



VP for Educational Development

Katrena McMahan
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My name is Katrena McMahan and I am running for the Florida PTA VP of 
Educational Development. I am the mother of two teenage sons, the 
oldest who just graduated high school and the youngest who just finished 
his eighth- grade year. I started my PTA journey thirteen years ago and 
have continued to volunteer and help our association grow. I have held 
many positions through the years starting at the local level and moving up 
to the county and state level. I have been a Florida PTA Region 
Representative under two Fl PTA presidents and had the privilege to serve 
as the Florida PTA Treasurer for the 2016-2018 term.

I feel that this position takes more than just working with legislation, it takes 
heart and understanding. A person must know their strengths and their 
weaknesses and must be able to help their committee chairs grow and 
develop as we move this association forward. We must remember where 
we came from and reach out to not only our members but our 
communities as we strive to make sure each and every child has a voice. I 
feel that I am this person and I hope you do too. 



VP for Educational Development

Karen Mazzola
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Karen Mazzola is an advocate at heart.  As an attorney, her career path has 
contributed to her being a passionate leader/voice in the PTA.  She has worked as 
an advocate for victim rights as an Assistant State Attorney, citizen rights with FDLE, 
children and family rights, and has settled into a position with regards to civil rights as 
an Assistant Regional Counsel in the child welfare arena. 

Karen has dedicated many hours in various positions within the PTA/PTSA at the local, 
county, and state levels. Karen is currently the elected Florida PTA Treasurer and our 
representative on FDLE’s Advisory Board for Missing and Exploited Persons.  Karen was 
previously an appointed FL PTA Region Representative and has served on the 
following committees: Budget, Convention Rules, Leadership Convention 
Management, Legislative, Personnel, Scholarship, State and Local Relationship, 
Summit.

Karen is also active in her community with a variety of organizations.  This year Karen 
was honored by Seminole County Public Schools as a Volunteer Dividend with over 
3,000 hours!  Much of that was PTA related!

Karen and her PTA partner husband Andrew are proud parents of Nicholas, a 
student at Seminole High School where she also serves on the School Advisory 
Committee. 



VP for Educational Development

Dr. Danielle Thomas
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Dr. Danielle Thomas is a passionate aunt and educator with 20 years experience 
as an Elementary ESE Teacher, Instructional Coach, and Curriculum Specialist.  
Danielle also has 15 years of dedicated involvement in PTA through a variety of 
roles including Westside Elementary PTA President, Volusia County Council PTA 
President, and Chair of both Education-Learning Transitions and Resolutions for 
Florida PTA.  It is through her enthusiasm for PTA that Danielle learned the 
legislative process and became a passionate child advocate. 

Danielle holds a B.A. in Elementary/Special Education from Providence College, a 
M.S. in Reading and Literacy Education from Walden University, and an Ed.D. in 
Educational Leadership from the University of Central Florida. Go Knights!

Danielle is dedicated to advocacy on behalf of all children, working to provide 
equity access to education and educational opportunities that support a wide 
range of learners including advocating for much needed dyslexia legislation.  She 
has also been outspoken around the need to ensure our children’s safety in every 
aspect of their lives, especially on our school campuses.

Currently, Danielle is a Curriculum Specialist for McGraw-Hill Inc., owns Consulting 
with Doc, LLC., and serves as the Legislation Chair for Florida PTA.



Treasurer

Khanh-Lien Banko

 Headshot here

Khanh-Lien Banko has served in various leadership positions on PTA Boards and District Advisory 
Committees in Alachua County for the last 13 years. She was instrumental in re-chartering Alachua 
County Council of PTA’s, where she served as President.

Khanh-Lien serves on Florida PTA’s Board of Directors as Resolutions Chair. Over the last 3 years, she 
has spearheaded three resolutions which have been approved by the Florida PTA membership 
and considered by National PTA. As a Legislative Committee member, Khanh-Lien has advocated 
for these resolutions and created policy to further the mission of Florida PTA.

Khanh-Lien also serves on the following committees for Florida PTA:

 From Reports to Results Training Lead

 Florida DOE Specialty Stakeholder Committee for Math Standards Review 

 Co-Chair for Chronic Absenteeism

 Impact Florida Cadre regarding High Quality Instructional Materials

Khanh-Lien received several honors and awards for her work, including the Florida PTA Lifetime 
Membership, Florida PTA President’s Award, and 2018-2019 Outstanding School Volunteer by the 
Florida Department of Education. 

Khanh-Lien co-owns and operates a small family business.  She has degrees in finance and 
accounting from UF and has earned her CPA license. She and her husband have four children and 
all reside in Gainesville, Florida.



Treasurer

Jude Bruno

 Headshot here

Having been a recipient of the blessing of PTA, the Miami native is a believer in the power of 
collective action. Involved since elementary, Jude is a former Student Advisor to the School 
Board, where he represented the financial and policy interest of students for Florida’s largest 
school district, Miami-Dade County Public Schools.

Jude is known nationally within PTA/PTSA for his work as a past National PTA Youth 
Involvement Committee Chair, where he curated a Youth Leadership Summit for PTA 
members and efforts for PTAs on college campuses.

Jude works for United Teachers of Dade and advocates on behalf of public school 
employees and directly supports union members in 34+ schools, 50+ central and regional 
offices.  Currently, the Chair of Florida PTA’s Student Engagement Committee, serves on the 
National PTA Board of Directors, its Legislative, Policy Committees, and taskforce addressing 
institutional racism. 

Jude’s interest in serving as Florida PTA Treasurer is based on leveraging experiences as a 
small local unit President, county council officer in helping local units fundraise, and most 
importantly, advocate during this new normal. He believes it starts with having a new mindset 
at the state level that translates to more opportunities for local units. 

Believe in Jude!


