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OUR MISSION 

4/ -!+% %6%29 #(),$ȭ3 0/4%.4)!, ! 
REALITY BY ENGAGING AND EMPOWERING 

FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES TO ADVOCATE 
FOR ALL CHILDREN 
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OUR PURPOSE 

Our purpose is . . . 

Á To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, places of worship, and throughout the community; 

Á To raise the standards of home life; 

Á To advocate for laws that further the education, physical and mental health, welfare, and safety of children and 
youth; 

Á To promote the collaboration and engagement of families and educators in the education of children and youth; 

Á To engage the public in united efforts to secure the physical, mental, emotional, spiritual, and social well-being of 
all children and youth; and 

Á To advocate for fiscal responsibility regarding public tax dollars in public education funding. 
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OUR VALUES 

We value and foster . . . 

Á Collaboration:  We will work in partnership with a wide array of individuals and organizations to broaden and enhance our ability to 
serve and advocate for all children and families; 

Á Commitment:  7Å ÁÒÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȟ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÌ-being through strong family and community 
engagement, while remaining accountable to the principles upon which our association was founded; 

Á Diversity:  We acknowledge the potential of everyone without regard, including but not limited to: age, culture, economic status, 
educational background, ethnicity, gender, geographic location, legal status, marital status, mental ability, national origin, 
organizational position, parental status, physical ability, political philosophy, race, religion, sexual orientation, and work experience; 

Á Respect: We value the individual contributions of members, employees, volunteers, and partners as we work collaboratively to 
ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ goals; and 

Á Accountability:  All members, employees, volunteers, and partners have a shared responsibility to align their efforts toward the 
ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ 
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Florida PTA 2018 ɀ 2019 Board of Directors  
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Officers: 

Linda Kearschner, President 
(Pinellas) 

Jennifer Martinez, President-Elect  
(Palm Beach) 

Carolyn Nelson-Goedert, Vice 
President for Leadership  
Development (Miami-Dade) 

Jessica Summers, Vice President 
for Regions and Councils (Pinellas) 

Maxine Lewers, Vice President for 
Membership Development 
(Broward) 

Angela Gallo, Vice President for 
Educational Development (Orange) 

Karen Mazzola, Treasurer 
(Seminole) 

Alvin Gainey, Secretary (Miami-
Dade) 

Advocacy: 

Dr. Danielle Thomas, Legislation 
(Orange) 

Khanh-Lien Banko, Resolutions 
(Alachua) 

Linda Nestor, Media & Marketing 
(Broward) 

 

 

 

Leadership Development: 

Gamal Mack, Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion (Orange) 

Janet Lamoureux, Leadership 
Convention Management (Polk) 

Burton Miller, Family & Community 
Engagement (Broward) 

Jude Bruno, Student Engagement   
(Miami-Dade) 

Membership Development: 

Katie Burris, Awards (Seminole) 

Naomi Frierson, Membership 
(Hillsborough) 

Renee Grutman, Sponsor  
Engagement (Broward) 

Robin DeVault, Scholarships 
(Hillsborough) 

Educational Development: 

Daryl Blakely, College & Career   
Readiness (Miami-Dade) 

Melissa Auker, Cultural Arts  
(Hillsborough) 

Lamia Lee, Early Childhood 
(Broward) 

Antoinette Nielson, Exceptional  
Childhood (Polk) 

Debbie Sawa-Szostak, Health &     
Wellness (Pinellas) 

 

Regions and Councils: 

Pam Korithoski (Alachua) 

Earlyn Barton (Broward) 

Theresa Rogers (Duval) 

Tori Woods (Escambia) 

Damaris Allen (Hillsborough) 

Julia White (Indian River) 

Dr. Nancy Lawther (Miami-Dade) 

Tracy Strecker (Orange) 

Charmain Postel (Palm Beach) 

Denise Nicholas (Pasco) 

Lawrence Clermont (Pinellas) 

Annette Rising (Polk) 

Melissa Pugh (Seminole) 

Linda Witherwax (Volusia) 

Joseph Piecora, Reg. 2 

Linda Witherwax, Reg. 3 

Tina Young, Reg. 4 

Katrena McMahan Reg. 5 

Jessica Kociara, Reg. 6 

Dr. Teena White, Reg. 7 

Dominique Zak, Youth Member (Pinellas) 

Dr. Leon Hobbs (Sarasota) 

Cynthia Gerhardt, Immediate Past President 

Julie Palm, Parliamentarian 

Denise Palazzo, Consultant 

Jean Hovey, Executive Director 
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Florida PTA 2018 ɀ 2019 Celebrated 
Successes & Highlights At-a-Glance 

Å239,696 Members; .077% increase over previous Membership Year 

ÅAwarded National PTA Hispanic/Latino Outreach Initiative Grant 

ÅReal Talk Coalition Grant Renewed 

ÅPassage of No Texting and Driving 

Å$17,000 awarded in Scholarships 

Å38 National PTA Schools of Excellence 

ÅAwarded National PTA From Reports to Results Data Grant 
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From the President  
Ȱ#ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÉÓÇÕÉÓÅȢȱ 

 This has been an amazing year filled with opportunity and growth.  From the numerous 
challenges, both natural and man-made, that our state has and continues to face we have 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄȟ ÔÁËÅÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate 
for all children. 
 

The individuality of our PTA members and leaders ɂ and their collective ideas, 
experiences, perspectives and backgrounds ɂ helps us provide children and families 
with the most meaningful, creative and effective programs and services. Embracing 
ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ ÉÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÔÏ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ 04!ȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ. 
 

As we begin the second year of our term, our approach to leadership, programming and 
advocacy will continue to focus on the three pillars of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, 
which are fundamental principles that must be woven into the fabric of our association.  
Florida PTA will continue its commitment to improving the education, health, safety and 
well-being of ALL children, including underserved and vulnerable populations.  Together 
we will work to ensure that all children regardless of life circumstances are able to 
achieve their dreams. 

 

Linda Kearschner 
Florida PTA President 
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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ (ÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ 
Supporting collaborations with : 

ÅFlorida Department of Education 

ÅFlorida Department of Health 

ÅFlorida Department of Agriculture 

ÅFlorida Department of Law Enforcement 

ÅReal Talk Coalition for Educational Equity  

ÅSouthern Education Foundation 

ÅFlorida Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence 

ÅBrady Campaign and Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence 

ÅTeam ENOUGH (Youth arm of the Brady 
Campaign) 

ÅBan Assault Weapons Now (BAWN) 

ÅNo Place For a Child 

ÅFL DNT TXT N DRV 

ÅFlorida After School Network 

ÅFuture of Privacy Forum  

ÅEquality Florida 
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Participated in multiple meetings, trainings and 
events to include : 

ÅNational PTA Legislative Conference 

ÅNational PTA Town Hall on Proposed Dues Increase 

ÅNational PTA Convention 

Å04!ȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÅÎÔ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ 
#ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ɉȰ.#!!#ȱɊ 

ÅState Presidents/PE Trainings 

Å,ÁÒÇÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ 'ÒÏÕÐ 

Å.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 04!ȭÓ 3Ȣ%Ȣ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 2ÁÃÅ ÔÏ $ÒÉÖÅ 
Membership Training 

ÅFlorida PTA Legislative Conference & #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
Week 

ÅFlorida PTA Leadership Convention 

ÅReport to Results Data Grant Kick-off Trainings  

ÅFlorida PTA, EC, BOD, Commission and Committee 
Trainings 

ÅConsortium of Florida Education Foundations 

ÅAll Together Now Conference  

ÅFL School Health Ad Hoc Committee 

ÅOther coalition trainings and webinars  



0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ (ÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ 

Other : 

ÅAppointed by the FDLE Commissioner to the Missing & 
Endangered Persons Information Clearing House Advisory 
Board ɀ Karen Mazzola serving as designee 

ÅAppointed Khanh-Lien Banko and Angie Gallo as Florida 
PTA representatives ÔÏ ÔÈÅ $/%ȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÏÎ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÎÇ 
&ÌÏÒÉÄÁȭÓ %,! ÁÎÄ -ÁÔÈ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ 

ÅAppointed Special Committee to research and make 
recommendation on an optimal board structure for Florida 
04!ȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ 

Å*ÏÉÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 4ÅÁÍ %./5'(ȟ "ÒÁÄÙȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ-led youth 
Initiative to release a toolkit for activists to effectively 
resist and advocate for sensible, life-saving gun laws. 
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ÅNational PTA Hispanic/Latino Outreach Initiative Grant 

ÅNational PTA Report to Results Data Grant 

ÅNational PTA iStem + Families Grants 

ÅNational PTA Connected ɀ Digital Families Grants 

ÅNational PTA Healthy Lifestyles Grants 

ÅNational PTA Family Reading Experience Grants 

ÅNational PTA School of Excellence (38 designees for the 2018-
2020 cycle  

ÅOffice Depot Start Proud! School Resources Grants  

ÅBill and Melinda Gates Foundation Grant supporting Real Talk 
grassroots advocacy efforts 

Received grant funding and program support (state, constituent associations , coalition partner ): 
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From the President -Elect 
Wow this year seems to have flown by!  As I reflect back on the year I am flooded with  memories 
of the dedicated and passionate PTA volunteers and staff that I have been privileged to meet, 
learn from and work  with  throughout the state and across our nation.  From local units, county 
councils, state committees and commissions, our members have continued the legacy of our 
great association by providing invaluable programs and services to our schools and communities, 
by engaging and empowering families, and advocating for ALL Children! 

I have been honored to work  alongside Legislation Committee Chair Dr. Danielle Thomas, 
Marketing Chair Linda Nestor and Resolutions Committee Chair Khanh-Lien Banko who are 
tireless champions for all of our children.  It  is due to the work  of these hard working  committees 
that we have seen the influence and impact of Florida PTA continue to grow this year. I am 
honored to serve with  an incredible Executive Committee that works tirelessly to keep PTA at the 
forefront  of all matters regarding education and children, their  efforts guide the work  of their  
commissions with  energy and enthusiasm.  I am privileged to serve with   President Linda 
Kearschner, whose leadership has inspired our association to expand our vision for the future, 
serve our communities, and align with  new advocacy partners so that we can identify  and 
address issues that disproportionately  affect our underserved and most vulnerable students and 
families. 

I hope that you take the time to review the information  in our Annual Report. )ÔȭÓ important  for 
you to know how hard your Florida PTA Board of Directors works for ALL Children throughout 
Florida and beyond.  I hope you feel a sense of pride while viewing the accomplishments 
described in the annual report . Without  our members none of this would be possible, THANK 
YOU!  Whether ÉÔȭÓ in our schools, in our neighborhoods or in our Capitol, dedicated PTA 
volunteers like you are out there continuing to make a difference. I look forward  to what we will  
achieve as we move forward  together. 

Thank you for all you do everyday for ALL Children! 
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ADVOCACY COMMISSION 

We are extremely proud of the work of this commission. The leadership of the committee chairs 

and the diligent effort on the parts of all committee members have again resulted in major victories 

this year for Florida PTA and the students of our state. Each of these committees continues to grow 

and strengthen the voice, the influence, and the impact of Florida PTA.  The Advocacy Commission 

is made up of the Legislation , Resolutions , Media & Marketing and Bylaws Committees. 

  

Committee Chairs:  

Dr. Danielle Thomas, Legislation Chair (Orange County) 

Khanh-Lien Banko, Resolutions Chair (Alachua County) 

Linda Nestor, Media & Marketing Chair (Broward County) 

Jennifer Martinez, Bylaws Chair (Palm Beach County) 
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LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
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While this was a tough Legislative Session for Education, we are proud of the hard work of our team to lessen 
the impact on our students. Students will have increased access to mental health services at school and 
consistent security assessment will be used statewide to ensure all Florida schools are safe schools. Students 
will also have greater access to pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship programs as well as secondary and 
postsecondary workforce education. This was a big win especially for our students who may not be college 
bound but are career ready. Students who are college bound will have more flexibility with Bright Futures 
having more time post high school graduation to access this program. 
  
The greatest win for us this session was the passing and signing of No Texting and Driving. This now makes 
texting and driving a primary offense which is fineable. In addition, all construction work zones, when workers 
are present, and school zones are hands-free. This is legislation Florida PTA has worked on for a long time and 
we are proud to see it pass this year. 
  
Another great win for us was the criminal justice reform package which included two key areas for juvenile 
offenders. First, the felony theft amount was increased from $300 to $750. This was the first increase since 
1986 and is critical to help our juveniles not be hit with a felony offense for the theft of common items. In 
addition, there was a repeal of mandatory direct file for many juvenile offenders, preventing our children of 
being charged as an adult. 
  
We have continued our coalition work including representing Florida PTA on No Place for a Child, DNT TXT N 
DRV, and Florida Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence. We also continue to support the work of the BAWN 
amendment to get on the ballot in 2020. 
 

The dedication of this team was evident right away at our retreat in November and was continually  
demonstrated throughout this year. Florida PTA was represented everyday of every committee week (6 weeks) 
and every day of the 60-day legislative session. This truly demonstrates the commitment of this team!  We are 
already actively working on writing proposed legislation, shopping proposed legislation, committing to days in 
Tallahassee for committee weeks (the first is in September) and session, and securing a location for LegCon 
2020. It will be another fabulous year! 

Committee Members:  

Dr. Danielle Thomas, Chair (Orange) 

Damaris Allen (Hillsborough)    *    Khanh-Lien Banko (Alachua) 

Laura Fellman (Palm Beach)    *    Angie Gallo (Orange) 

Mindy Haas (NC)    *    Linda Kearschner (Pinellas) 

Dr. Nancy Lawther (Miami-Dade)    *    Jennifer Martinez (Palm Beach) 

Karen Mazzola (Seminole)    *    Raegan Miller (Pinellas) 

Eric Stern (Palm Beach)    *    Dawn Steward (Orange) 
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RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
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Throughout the year, the Resolutions Committee worked hard on several resolution 
proposals with two ultimately moving forward for consideration by delegates at the 
annual Leadership Convention in July.  
 
The committee presented a Resolutions Webinar and work was done with the 
Regions & Councils Commission to provide additional information to share with all 
local units. 
 
This year we have also worked on updating our resolutions guidelines to make them 
more user friendly and more accurately depict the process. We also worked to more 
closely align our processes with National PTA.  We developed an Action Plan to 
implement the approved resolutions at the 2018 Leadership Convention.  

Committee Members:  

Khanh-Lien Banko, Chair (Alachua County) 

Laura Fellman (Palm Beach County) 

Angie Gallo (Orange County) 

Meaghan Hendricks (Alachua County) 

Jennifer Martinez (Palm Beach County) 

Tracy Strecker (Orange County) 

Dr. Danielle Thomas (Orange County) 

Melanie Williams (Orange County) 
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